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5G in Context
We are now firmly in the 5G Era



*Mobile Data Usage: 2020 vs. 2026
(GB per user per month)
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*Global Cellular Revenue: 2012 to 2020
(growth from 2012)

5G was built to do two things
address new traffic demands, and accelerate revenue growth

5G in Context
Why did we decide the industry needed 5G?

*Source: GSMA Intelligence



Enterprise Verticals and Digital Transformation were THE 5G story
Operators are making progress with B2B revenues, but the upside is still massive
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*Mobile Operator B2B Revenue: 2017 to 2020
(share of total, representative sample)

5G in Context
And, how was 5G going to be different from the past?

*Source: GSMA Intelligence



Enterprise Verticals and Digital Transformation were THE 5G story
Standalone capabilities and enhancements were how 5G was going to deliver
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Standalone 5G in Context
Ultimately, the 5G promise is about Standalone 5G.
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Network slicing capabilities

Ultra-reliable low-latency
communications (URLLC) support

Network cost optimisation

Simplified network architecture

Massive machine-type
communications (MMTC) support

*Standalone 5G Benefits
(top ranked by operators)

Digital Transformation and Cost Containment Top Standalone Thinking
…but it’s unclear what operators might do tomorrow that they cannot today?

Standalone 5G in Context
Operators have an idea of what they want from Standalone
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5G Markets @ 2022: 
SA vs. NSA Operator Launches

Non-Standalone

Standalone

34.0%

5G Plans @ 2019: 
Operator SA Plans Circa 2019

Within 2 Years

2+ Years

No Plans

Despite B2B aspirations, Standalone rollout has been disappointing
SA lags NSA by a large margin, potentially driving a focus on what’s next

Standalone 5G in Numbers
Regardless of Standalone capabilities, deployment has been slow

Source: GSMA Intelligence



Live 5G SA
Planned 5G SA

Standalone 5G in Numbers
Global data point towards skewed state of play

Data indicate real momentum for SA network deployment
But majority of telcos (regions) are moving slow and taking time to commercialize

Source: GSMA Intelligence
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5G SA Status: Regional Outlook for Live and Planned Networks
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Standalone 5G in Numbers
...and varying near-term regional priorities

*Source: GSMA Intelligence

APAC leads the way, with Europe planning to ramp up over the next few years
But are the future numbers promising enough?
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5G Live 98 46 20 19 15 7 2

5G (live) V/s 5G SA (live) 4% 26% 20% 11% 27% 14% 0%

5G (live) V/s 5G SA (live + planned) 49% 80% 50% 26% 60% 29% 50%
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Standalone 5G in Numbers
Looking forward, the outlook is promising – assuming plans play out

*5G SA Share: 
Regional Outlook 

for Live and 
Planned Networks

Most regions will have 50% or more of 5G networks on SA in next few years
Key to making that a reality is the business case and RoI

*Source: GSMA Intelligence



Thank You

We would love to hear from you…

Contact details:

• info@gsmaintelligence.com

• Sales@gsmaintelligence.com

showcase/gsma-intelligence

mailto:info@gsmaintelligence.com
mailto:Sales@gsmaintelligence.com


showcase/gsma-intelligencegsmai

Contact details: info@gsmaintelligence.com || sales@gsmaintelligence.com


